To the kind attention of:

Federica Mogherini
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President
of the Commission

Tibor Navracsics
European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport

Brussels, 15 February 2017

Dear HR/VP Mogherini,
Dear Commissioner Navracsics,

Last week, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan terminated the positions of thousands of public
workers, including professors: a situation that imperils the international standing of Turkish
educational institutions, bringing another stain on Turkish political history. On Tuesday,
February 8™, following the renewal of the state of emergency, another wave of purges
targeted 4,464 public workers, following the publication of the list in the Official Gazette on
February 7. A total of 330 academics were removed from their positions as a result of this
most recent decree, destroying their livelihood, their employment rights, and their freedom of
political expression. These moves drew immediate and harsh criticism from the opposition
party as well as from a wide range of Turkish and international scholars who unequivocally
condemn this form of overt censorship and deplore the effects these unjustifiable and
draconian moves will have on educational institutions throughout Turkey.

Of the 330 academics summarily removed from their positions, 184 of them had signed the
petition “We will not be party to this crime!”, calling for an end to military operations in the
Kurdish region of Turkey. Amongst these scholars is Ibrahim Kaboglu from Marmara
University, a prominent professor of constitutional law and former head of the Turkish
Human Rights Advisory Council. Kaboglu repeatedly criticized the charter amendment
package, arguing that the Constitution cannot be changed during the state of emergency. He
is, in the words of veteran journalist Yavuz Baydar, “one of the flag bearers of those who
against all odds defend the value of the rule of law [...] Kaboglu engaged selflessly for years
for a democratic order”.

Amid the 330 academics affected, two emeritus professors were also relieved of their
positions: Oget Oktem Tanor, an 82 year old professor who founded the first neuro-
psychology laboratory in Turkey, and Ahmet Hasim Kose, a renowned professor of
economics. These are among the most widely respected academics in Turkey, known and
admired throughout the world.



The decree targeted some of the best universities in the country, such as the Ankara
University Faculty of Political Science (SFB), a school compared to France’s Sciences-Po.
On February 10", students, academics and opposition MPs held protests in the capital city of
Ankara and in Istanbul. In some cases, academics laid their gowns on the ground in protest
against the police blockades, preventing them from entering universities. Photographs
showed police trampling on their gowns, sparking a strong condemnation throughout social
media. The students and professors who protested in the campus of SFB were brutally
attacked by the police, who used plastic bullets and police dogs to force demonstrators from
the site. The purge of last Tuesday was so heavy-handed that even pro-government circles
expressed concerns about the appalled reactions it prompted in the media.

On February 9™, 2017, representatives of the Council of the European Union and of the
European Parliament reached a provisional agreement to establish a European Year of
Cultural Heritage for 2018. On June 8", 2016, the Commission affirmed that cultural
exchange and cultural institutions will be called upon to play a crucial role in strengthening
international partnerships. In the words of the EU High Representative and Vice-President
Federica Mogherini: “Culture is a powerful tool to build bridges between people, notably the
young, and reinforce mutual understanding. [...] As we face common challenges, culture can
help all of us, in Europe, Africa, Middle East, Asia, to stand together to fight radicalisation
and build an alliance of civilisations against those trying to divide us". Similarly, the
European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Tibor Navracsics, asserted:
"Culture is the hidden treasure of our foreign policy. It helps to promote dialogue and mutual
understanding".

Given the gravity and urgency of the situation in Turkey and the huge number of scholars and
cultural workers now suddenly and unjustifiably deprived of their positions, we ask the EU to
create an ongoing fund, based in Brussels, in accord with the framework of its own stated
strategy on the central role of culture. Such a fund would have as its priority the aim of
preserving Turkish intellectual and cultural life, underscoring the rights to freedom of
expression and information and the right to have rights. The fund could be administrated by a
small committee with the aim of helping academics and journalists who have lost their jobs
following Erdogan’s repressive policies and to promote initiatives centered on the research
programs of the academics located in Turkey.

We expect the European Union and its institutions to stand in defence of cultural freedom,
thought and creativity, and to oppose the destruction of the basic rights that keep our
educational and cultural institutions alive. The fund can symbolically save the honour of
Europe, showing that the Union does not stand by as the cultural life of its partners is
destroyed, and could provide the urgent and valuable opportunity for Turkish academics to
have access to resources that will make it possible for them to continue their work under
protected conditions. As Aristotle wrote, virtue (and dignity) requires an ad minima well-
being.

Barbara Spinelli, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group



Celine Spector, Professeur des Universités UFR de philosophie, Université Paris-Sorbonne,
Jeanne Simon, Associate Professor, Universidad de Concepcidn, Chile
Albena Azmanova, Associate Professor of Politics, University of Kent

Arien Mack, Alfred and Monette Marrow Professor of Psychology Editor, Social Research:
An International Quarterly, Director, Center for Public Scholarship, Director, Journal
Donation Project

André Tosel, Professeur émerite de Philosophie, Université de Nice

Bruce Robbins, Old Dominion Foundation Professor in the Humanities, Columbia
University

Hamit Bozarslan, Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS), Paris

Lynne Segal, Anniversary Professor, Psychosocial Studies, Birkbeck College, University of
London

Thomas Berns, Professeur de philosophie a I’Université Libre de Bruxelles
Cécile Lavergne, Doctor in philosophy, Paris Ouest Nanterre University

Alexis Cukier, Paris Ouest Nanterre University, College International de Philosophie
Xavier Papais, University of Geneva, Collége International de Philosophie

llaria Possenti, Tenure-track Assistant Professor (RTD B) in Political Philosophy,
Department of Human Sciences, University of Verona, Italy.

Eric Fassin, Professor of sociology, Paris-8 University
Michael Lowy, Directeur de recherches émérite au CNRS

Seyla Benhabib, Eugene Meyer Professor for Political Science and Philosophy, Yale
University, Diane Middlebrook and Carl Djerassi, Visiting Professor Center for Gender
Studies, Cambridge University

Nancy Fraser, Vice-President and President Elect, American Philosophical Association,
Eastern Division Henry A. and Louise Loeb Professor of Philosophy and Politics, New
School for Social Research

J.M. Bernstein, University Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, New School for Social
Research

Susan Buck-Morss, Professor of Political Science at the CUNY Graduate Center, Professor
emeritus at Cornell University



Claude Calame, Directeur d’études. Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS),
Paris, LDH, Ensemble!

Judith Butler, Maxine Elliot Professor of Comparative Literature, University of California,
Berkeley, Hannah Arendt Professor, European Graduate School, Switzerland

Sophie Bessis, Chercheure associée a I'lRIS, France/Tunisie

Kalypso Nicolaidis, Professor of International Relations, University of Oxford Director,
Center for International Studies, DPIR

Etienne Balibar, Professeur emerite, Universite de Paris-Ouest Nanterre, Anniversary Chair
in Modern European Philosophy, Kingston University London

Adi Ophir, Professor Emeritus, Tel Aviv University, Visiting Professor, The Cogut Center
for the Humanities and the Program for Middle East Studies, Brown University

Diogo Sardinha, Former President of Collége International de Philosophie, Paris

Philippe Aigrain, Non-fiction writer, poet, and publisher, former Head of Sector Software
Technology and Society in the EC Research Programmes

Camille Louis, Doctor in Philosophy (Paris 8 and 7) and artist dramaturge
Didier Fassin, Professor of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton
Bertrand Ogilvie, Université de Paris 8 Saint -Denis

Michele Riot-Sarcey, Historienne, Professeur émérite, Paris 8, membre du bureau de la
fondation Copernic

Etienne Tassin Professeur de philosophie Université Paris Diderot
Pierre Zarka, Ex-director of “L’Humanité”

Frieder Otto Wolf, Freie Universitat Berlin, Institut fir Philosophie
Sophie Wahnich, Directrice de recherche au CNRS, Paris

Pierre Salama, Economiste, Professeur émérite des universités - Centre d'Economie de
Paris-Nord

Jean-Louis Fabiani, Professor Central European University Budapest

Peter Osborne, Professor of Modern European Philosophy, Director of the Centre for
Research in Modern European Philosophy, Kingston University, London, Penrhyn Road
campus Kingston upon Thames

Pierre Khalfa, Coprésident de la Fondation Copernic

Domna C. Stanton, Distinguished Professor Graduate Center, CUNY, New York



Chryssanthi  Avlami, Professeure assistante d'Histoire Moderne et Contemporaine
Université Panteion de Sciences Sociales et Politiques, Athénes, Centre de recherches
ANHIMA, CNRS/EHESS, Paris

Sandro Mezzadra, Associate Professor, University of Bologna

Valérie Amiraux, Professor of sociology, Canada Research Chair for the study of religious
pluralism, University of Montreal

Alessandro Ferrara, Professor of Political Philosohy, University of Rome Tor Vergata,
Rome, Italy and former president of the Italian Society for Political Philosophy

Guillaume Sibertin-Blanc, Institut Universitaire de France, Maitre de conférence de
I'Universite de Toulouse

Elsa Stamatopoulou, Columbia University, Director, Indigenous Peoples' Rights Program,
Institute for the Study of Human Rights, Adjunct Professor, Center for the Study of Ethnicity
and Race & Department of Anthropology

Yves Citton, editor "Multitudes”

Yann Moulier-Boutang, editor "Multitudes™

Anne Querrien, editor "Multitudes"

Marie-Claire Caloz-Tschopp, Collége International de Philosophie, Genéve-Paris.

Martina Michels, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Liliana Rodrigues, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group, Professor of
Philosophy

Bart Staes, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group
Marie-Christine Vergiat, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Helmut Scholz, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Paloma Lopez Bermejo, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Alex Mayer, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Neoklis Sylikiotis, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Jordi Solés, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group

Eugen Freund, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Curzio Maltese, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Julie Ward, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group



Dietmar Koster, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group, Professor for Sociology,
University for Applied Sciences Dortmund

Gabriele Zimmer, Member of the European Parliament, President of GUE-NGL group
Eleonora Forenza, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Fabio De Masi, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Patrick Le Hyaric, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group, director of
“L’Humanité”

Cristian Busoi, Member of the European Parliament, EPP group

Bodil VValero, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group

Stephan Eck, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Nessa Childers, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Silvia Costa, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Maria Teresa Giménez Barbat, Member of the European Parliament, ALDE group
Isabella Adinolfi, Member of the European Parliament, EFDD group

Dimitrios Papadimoulis, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Jean-Paul Denanot, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Member of the European Parliament, EFDD group
Kostas Chrysogonos, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Krystyna Lybacka, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Ana Maria Gomes, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Stelios Kouloglou, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

losu Juaristi Abaunz, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Javier Nart, Member of the European Parliament, ALDE group

Maite Pagazaurtundua, Member of the European Parliament, ALDE group
Petras Austrevicius, Member of the European Parliament, ALDE group

Eva Gro Joly, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group



Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea, Member of the European Parliament, ALDE group
Josep-Maria Terricabras, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group
Helga Tripel, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group

Norica Nicolai, Member of the European Parliament, ALDE group

Demetris Papadakis, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Sofia Sakorafa, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group

Takis Hadjigeorgiou, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Jean Lambert, Member of the European Parliament, Greens/EFA group

Josef Weidenholzer, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Tanja Fajon, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Soraya Post, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Daniele Viotti, Member of the European Parliament, S&D group

Miguel Urban Crespo, Member of the European Parliament, GUE-NGL group
Alberto Maritati, Giudice e Senatore della Repubblica Italiana

David Cerri, avvocato (CERRI E ASSOCIATI)

Sonja Grabowsky, Doctor in Philosophy, S&D German delegation in the European
Parliament

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-38950906

http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article36944

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release 1P-16-2074 en.htm

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/02/09-cultural-heritage/

http://cultura.cedesk.beniculturali.it/news.aspx?/la cultura al centro delle relazioni interna
zionali dell ue/& article=286
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