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	Alleged deal with Libyan militias to stem migrants flow

	TEXT:


	According to a reportage of The Associated Press, a number of  Libyan security officials and militia members revealed that the country's government in Tripoli has allegedly paid militias which are also implicated in human trafficking to stem migrants' flow to Europe in exchange for equipment, boats and salaries, under a deal backed by the Italian government. One of these militias groups has been also identified by the United Nations Panel of Experts on Libya as among the main facilitators of human trafficking.
According to the sources of the Associated Press, this is one of the main reasons behind the decrease of arrivals from Libya over the past two months. The European Commission and Council have been providing significant support to the Libyan government, including through the Emergency Trust Fund for Africa and with a project funded with €46 MLN, aimed at training Libya’s coast guard, reinforcing its borders and improving conditions for migrants in detention centers.
Is the European Commission aware of the existence of this kind of deal with local militias? Which measures does the European Commission intend to ensure that European funds do not end up in the hands of militias and human traffickers? If these allegations are confirmed, would it consider the suspension of the funding to the Libyan government?
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